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AUSTRALIA’s CRUDE OIL SUPPLIES

85% IMPORTED

15% AUSTRALIAN

australian Transport remains 
almost fully dependent on oil
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Note: Australia’s 71 days of net stockholdings roughly 
equates to 23 days of actual consumption of liquid fuels.
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Australia’s days of net IEA 
stockholdings is declining

2002 2008 2012

310 DAYS

71 DAYS

2012 International Energy Agency  
(IEA) Oil Stockholding levels in dayS
Out of 28 IEA member countries Australia is the only one failing  

to meet its 90-day net oil import stockholding obligations.  

Australia could run out of fuel before Luxembourg.
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Essential goods 
could run out in days
Australia’s estimated point of sale 
stockholdings

Our fuel supply could 
run out in weeks 
Australia’s oil and liquid fuel 
stockholdings estimated averages
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 COULD AUSTRALIA’S TANKS RUN DRY?  i
 Australia’s Liquid fuels security	

As the world’s ninth-largest energy producer, Australia has abundant renewable and non-
renewable energy resources. Despite these resources, we are heavily dependent on imports 
of refined petroleum products and crude oil to meet our liquid fuel demand and our import 
dependency has increased over recent years. Any major interruption to the supply chain would 
significantly impact our way of life.

Risk: Conflict 
or  Piracy could  
impact regional 
trade & shipping

JAPAN

FACT: Financial 
& Trade systems 
underpin all fuel 
supply chains

singapore

FACT: 51% of 
Australia’s importED 
petroleum products 
come from Singapore

Risk: Conflict in the 
Middle East could 
impact European 
Financial Stability

Risk: Conflict in 
the South China 
Sea would impact 
trade & shipping

FACT: 40% 
of Singapore’s 
Oil comes from 
the Middle East

NRMA Motoring and Services is working with 
industry and community leaders calling for a 
more effective plan to address fuel security 
vulnerabilities and to develop and use non-oil 
based alternative fuels and vehicles. Source: Australia’s Liquid Fuel Security, John Blackburn AO, 

February 2013. www.mynrma.com.au/fuelsecurity


